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Friends chronicle strangers’ goals,
aspirations on cross-country trip

By FELICIA HINTER
Carespandent

SHELTON — ‘When they
wirrs hoys, Brisan Reed and Chris
Alisgeich vividly Dmmgrned a
lantastic breentory of places
they woaldd @ and things they
wolil see when Lhey gal olden

Unlike most, the childhood
mals earried out their plans.

This sunumer, Reed and Alase-
vich, both 2, were part of a
group that happed in 8 van and
traveled aerss the United States
to talk with strengers sbout
thedr gosaks aund pspirations, They
chronbeled what they learned
through audio and video recori
ings, still phategraphs, joarnals
and diarics, alming lo croomhe o
dooumentary abowul the trip

"The early birth of It came
for us in sicth grade,” Reed, a
Yale junior, sald about the pro-
joet's origins eight years sso.
"We were talking about how
tie it wounld be to travel cross-
cotntry in colfem,™

Tt wins 50 1ife-changing " Read
saniel.

"The trip surpassed any ex-
pectations T could  possibly
hawe " Abesevrioh said,

Howeser, Hiesal and Alesevich
wonder ahout some of Their new-
found friemnds on the Gl Coast
who may heve been displaced by
The devmistating hurricana,

“Wie muet 2 lot of people thers
who we tried o contact [aftor-
ward], but we haven't been able
o, Beed sabd.

They read scores of hooks,
what the group called thedr “tras-
oling Library” to help giwe the
mission a philosophical and In-
tellaciual foundation, they sabd.
The enllection incloded works by
Johm Steinbeck, Jdock Ferousc,
Eugene (FMNeill, Zom Meale
Hurston, Charles Dickens, Mark
Twain, Goorge Oraell, Mariin
Lather King J& and Alexi=s de
Tosqueville. They even marrisd o
copy of the 115, Constitution.

Shelton reshdent Josh Bed
nareky, & 18-vear-old sophomore

 REGIONAL NEWS

Lol year he and Alesavich,
& qumior al the University of
Sontheri California, revisibesd
the iden and determined the
time had come o reallze thelr
plon. They shetched sn outline
for what they called the Ameri-
can Bockyard Project and se-
wured fendipg through fellow-
ships from their respoctive ool
ler;?i’.. Alter |'|l|_'. g n wserl van
and stuffing 1t with books, a
borrowed & video egmera and
other materials, Reed, Alese
vich and two other fravelers
took off from Shelton on June 5.

The 64-day ocodsst-to-coasd
trek to discover America led
them through 15 states and the
Dristrict of Columbia.

"The idea was o talk o peo-
ple abaout the pursoait o happi-
nes=s without aetunlly [pointediy)
interviewing them.” Heed said.
"W had no agenda. It was like
collecling stories. It was wery
mmich an arid history project.”

The experivioe allowsd them
to encounier peogle and situa-
thone ey would mol typleally
come aoross, he sald. A S8yvear
old  Califoents  homberjack
shared his thowghts aboot life
und demonsirated how to use a
chain saw, A Wyoming hunter
Miscssed] unisual wildlife deldi-
cacles ond recounbed his and
his Amertcan Indisn wife's por
sonal adveniures, A Jocular
group of Bodse, Lilaha, residents
introduced them to river tubing.
4 social scientist on sabbatical
in pre-Hurricane Katrima Bew
Orieans talked about his lowe o

thiz city
Sometimes invited to stay
with strangers, they are

umazed at the number of open,
trusting peaple they met.

Group phobo:
Clochwize from lop
ikt Ted Scheinman of
Hamittzn, MY, Brian
Aped of Sheitan; Ceril

Pmo_ﬂ:lﬂ_.ﬂ'ld
Chris Alasavich of
Shelton pose fora
phato &t Fuhery's
houss, which ks
nestied among the
redwoods in Loma
Mar. He cooked the
group & lumberack
breakiast, showed
fhaern how 1o uge 8
chuin saw, and toid
them stories kom his
Joong fife. et and
Bleseyich, beth 20,
weesa part ol & group
Lt trambed SCnoss
the United States in a2
van 1ot with
strangers about thelr
goals and aspirafions.

ot Marymount Manhatian Cob
lege, s&id he etill has & “blizatul
fewlimg™ about the journey

“Tha people we mat, the food
wer i, the things we mend, it's
something 1:';‘1,*]'}'111:-1]_!,! shonalid
o he sabd, “IMversity is good
for everyome to experiones, Peo
ple 6ll over the country are very
differenit, wet vory similar"

Bednarsky joined the group
In California in mid-July, flying
b Bam Froncisco mfter one of
the ravelers decided do losys

"Ther orrfigginm] foirsome inclwd.
ed Tel Schettmen of Hamilton,
B, Resed's rossruminte af Yialbe,

A Wb site maintained by
the travelers, regularly updated
through stops al public 10
braries along the way, gives an
overview of  the experienc:,
However, 401 hours of  video
footage needs to be bogged and
transeribad, and “tons" of atil]
photographs must be sorted.

“We heve so much material
that it is actually erippling"
Boed swid,

But it is, all agres, worth the
effor,

Their work shows that shar
ing and family are what peopls
throughout the country  held
moat  dear, said  Hednarsky,
adding that secumulating ma-
terial wealth is not o primory
ol foe tae peogile they meet

“Wheete the most sharing was,
the moed happiness was, W peally
hisd pothing to do wills money”
Badnarsky sald, “Thal was defi
nitely 8 comimon e beinge
sde 1o share ope's @lenls and
personal stresthe witl ofles, ™~

For more (rfrmation
abeut the trip, wiett
oy foan hackyard. org



